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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
(Rocaer Masional Park
West Glagier, Mostana 59934

H30

Memorandum

To: Superintendent

From: Chief, Planning and Compliance

Subject: Review of Roadside Maintenance Guidelines Regarding
The Maintenance Of Vistas, Going-to-the-Sun Road,
Project No. $6-022

i review has been completed of the subject proposal and we have
found that there are no anticipated significant cultural or
natural resource impacts associated with it.

This propcsal involves the maintenance of vistas alcng the Geing-
to-tha=-Sun Reoad in Glacier Haticnal Park through its' S55-mile
length.

Viastas were part of the original design intention for the road,
and were discussed at length by ics’' principal designer, Thomas
Kitteridge, park landscapé architact Ermest Davideon, landacspe
engineer Tom Vint, and Naticmal Park Service Dirsctor Stephen
Mather. Im Mr. Tom Vint's comments on the 1524 survey for the
road, ha stated, "That the purpose of the road is primarily for
the use of tourists and is a means to display to them the park
gcenery. In a 1528 report from Mr. Davidson, he stated about cne
of the upper segments of the road, "The pacuring of good views
and vista cpenings from the road was of minor importance in this
secticn eompared to lower sections, because the line is so cpen
that spectacular views are constantly unfolding before the
travellers eyes." Many vistas were created as a part of the
initial road construction in the 1530's. They have been
maintained intermittently since then. Now, many of the vistas
have become overgrown, and are in need of maintenance.

This proposal is included in the eategorical exclusicn to the
Naticnal Envircnmental Poliey Act contained in 516 DM 2 Appendix
2, 7.4 c4, which states, "Routine maintenance and repairs to
cultural rescurce sites...under an approved Pressrvaticn
Maintanance Agrecment.® A1l of the work in this proposal will
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ba confined to the previously disturbed area of the road priam.
Maintenance will be performed under the vista clearing provisions
of the Park’'s Goadside Maiptopapce Guidelipe, approved in 1993
Under this guideline, proposed vista clearing areas will be
evaluated fro= several staff viewpoints including wegetatiom and
wildlife specialists to assure that adverse impacts to natural
resourcaes ars considerdd and minimized. Ho sdditional
documentation under the provisions of the Facicnal Envircomental

Policy Act are neadad.

Thies proposal was coordinated under the provisions of che
Servicewide Programmatic Agreement among the Maticnal Park
Service, the Adviscry Council on Historic Pressarvaticn, and the
Haticnal Conference of State Historic PBreservation Officers, as a
programmatic exclusicon. It has been reviewed by Mr. Bob Dunkley,
a gualified Historical Landscape Architect, and he has econcurred
wicth cur determinacicn that it will have no effect on the
qualities for which the Going-To-The-Sun Road was placed on the
Hational Register of Historic Places. Documentaticon of this is
included in the enclosed hasessmant of Effect focrm. This
proposal will not reguire any additional review as defined in
Sectisn 108 of the Marional Historie Preservaticon Ack.

If you agree with this Jdetermination and authorize the lnitiaticon
of this project, please sign the concurrence block bBalow.

AT, -d54

v Dawid A. Mihalie Datea

** superintendent




This form is required for all actions that have the potential to affect cultural
properties. Attsch eontimuation shasts as necesRary

1.

2.

FRAR: Mmmﬁ.
Ineluds Park crict if applicabla

FROJECT TITLE: _Mainfalp Viatas: Gcdng-to-tha-Sun Eoad
PROJECT WINSER: _)4J0-032

PROJECT LOCATION: UMMs _Topw 12: 5400 JOON, 298 J00 E
FROJECT TYFE: ___ Planming __ Dasign __X__ construction

PREFARED TY: _Bokb Duokley PHONE: _408 BEE s34l

IDENTIFICATION OF RESOURCES: Has project area basn ME:WI:L for:
Ho A

Puildinga

Seructuras

Cultural landscapas
Ethnographic rescurces
Archeslogieal sitas

H o €
]
M1k

If TYes: ERasulcs of

If FHo:

et

_ X Mo rescurces ldamtifisd in project area

— ¥ Identifiesd propertiss already detexmined aligible or listed cn tha
Hacicnal Reglister of Histozis Places (list)
Identified properties for which a Determination of Eligibility is
needed (1ist). REtach supporting dommseontation.

The Going-to-tho-Sun Road is listed on the Mational Register of Historic
Flaces as a Haticmal Clvil Engineering Landmark, and is maintsined by Ehe
Haticmal Park Service as o premiere cultural rescurce. Becauss of lcs’
gignificance in tha histary of road-building in the Hational Park darvice,
and its* integrity, the Going-Eo-the-Sun Aoad has beon listed as

eypa axample in a draft Mational Historic Landmark Theme Study entiltled

AnCme s PALE SETVICH

15996,

Is survey scheduled? Yes 1] Laza
mot needed (prowide justification, such as area previously

disturbad)
The proposal will not involve any ground disturbance.
IDENTIFICATION DOCUMENTATION:

1} tLewvel of Survey HWork: Recopnaissanca Sample
Intensive Taated — Excavated
2} File search: CEI Stakte EHIO a1 1%

3} Report(s) Reference(s) [Include Authori(s), date and titlal

Description of proposed wmdertakingis) . Includes rationsle for tha
undertaking.

This proposal involves the maintenance of vista claarings along the Going-
ta-Ehe-Sun Boad through its® §5-mile length. Vistas ware a part of tha
original design intention, and were creatad when the road was coastrueted
in the 1530's. Thay have been maintained intarmittantly sincae thon. Mamy
af tha wistas hawve bocoms cwergrown, and are in nesd of mmintenance.
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If yes, scheduled with: ERegiomn

Description of impacts of the undertaking on the rescurces identified in
item 4.

The proposed clearing will have the effect of restoring historic vistas to
the Going-to-the-Sun Road.

MITIGATICN:

1} Proposed mitigation and any special stipulations:
None proposad.

2} Is the mitigatiom work scheduled? Yes No N/A _X
Archeclogical Centar Other

1) Will fabriec or artifacts be accessioned into park collection?
Yes No W/a _X

If yas, list cbjects to be curated.

9.

10.

The proposed action will (check as many as apply):
1) FALERIC:
Destroy historic fabrie.
Remove historic fabric.
Replace historic fabric in kind.
Add nonhistorie elements to a historic structure.
Remove nemhistoric elements from a historic structure.

2) HISTORIC SCEHE:
Alter historic terrain, groundeover, or vegetation
Introduce nomhistoric elements {(visible, audible, or atmospheric)
intc a historiec setting or envircnment
_X Reintroduce historic elements in historic setting or environment
Remove historic elements from a historic environment
Remove ncnhistoric elements from a historic enviromment

e

ARCHEOLCOGICAL RESCOURCES:

Disturb, destroy, impair, or render inaccessible archeclogical
{surface or subsurface]) resources

pPossibly disturb prasently unidentified archeclogical rescurce or
historic fabric

ETHNCGRAFHIC RESOURCES:

Disturb, impair, alter or render inaccessible ethnographic rescurces
Introduce inappropriate elements (visible, audible, or atmospheric)
Possibly disturb presently unidentified ethncgraphic resources

5) OTHER:
Incur gradual detericraticn of historie fabrie, terrain, or
getting.

_____ Involve a land transaction, sale, or lease.

__ X Other (Describe briefly): Restore vistas.

r
) preliminary design or comstruction documents, ( ) photographs,

} Scope-of-Work, ( } Inventory forms, |} National Register forms
) Archeclogical Survey Map, ( ) Product samples,
)

Cocumentation attached: REQUIRED: (X) maps
(

{

{

( Other:




11. FROGEAMMATIC AGREEMENT:
A. Servicewide Drogrammatic Agreement August 15, 1550.

1) Undertaking included in an approved plan under DA (name of
planning document and pertinent page numbers.

2) ____ Undertaking meets requirements for programmatic exclusion.

IV-E.2 "Routine grounds maintainance, such as grass cutting and tree
trimming."

B. Other Memorandum({a) of Agreement or Programmatic Agreements.
Identify agreement, including specific exclusion(s):

12, FUBLIC INVOLVEMENT (If undertaking will have an adverse =ffect, identify
organizations and groups that have been contacted).

1a. NATIVE AMERICAN COMSULTATION
X Hot necessary

If necessary identify organizations and individuals that have been contacted:

Necessary

14. Reccmmended Determination of Effect.
X Ho Effect Ko Advarse Effect Adverse Effect

I certify that the work proposed meets the guidelines contained in NPS-28 and
that the proposal incorporates all feasible measures to minimize adverse effects
ocn cultural rescurces.

PT C-9-5¢

Date

Superintendant




	Memorandum from the Superintendent

